Identification of Leishmania strains from Jordan.
The enzymatic profiles of 22 Jordanian Leishmania isolates obtained from humans, Psammomys obesus and Phlebotomus papatasi were determined using starch-gel electrophoresis and a 15-enzyme system. Thirteen of the isolates were typed as L. major and the other nine, all from Mediterranean or sub-Mediterranean regions, as L. tropica. The two zymodemes of L. major encountered, MON-26 and MON-103, differed in terms of purine nucleoside phosphorylase 2. The MON-26 isolates came from the Jordanian plateau whereas those of MON-103 were only collected from the Jordan valley. The four zymodemes of L. tropica observed (MON-7, MON-137, MON-200 and MON-265) were identical for only two of the 15 enzymes studied (i.e. isocitrate dehydrogenase and glucose phosphate isomerase), confirming the high level of enzymatic polymorphism of L. tropica. So far, MON-200 and MON-265 have only been found in Jordan.